By BILL O'BRIEN
Herald writer

THERE IS NO Litsch Street in
Mahanoy City, but there very
well might have been, perhaps
I even should have been, as a

memorial to a pioneer whose
work made it possible for many
of the streets to run the courses
they do today.

Henry Litsch was a German
immigrant whose legacy lives
today in the walls of the Mahanoy
Creek. His son, Maurice, also
made significant contributions to
business and civic life in the
community.

Litsch arrived here in the
wilderness settlement on Oct. 19,
1858. Chances are he was at-
tracted by advertisements in the
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stone for the tower of the first
Saint Canicus Church in 1865, and
built the first Centre Street
school, a three-story brick
building, in 1867.

He also signed the petition for
boroughhood and served as a
justice of the peace.

The booklet states that in later
years Frick left town and moved
to Catasauqua where he opened a
knife and saw factory. An 1890
directory of Mahanoy City lists
him as 66 years old and residing
at 831 E. Mahanoy St., next door
to Henry Litsch.

JOHN WEBB is recorded in the
Samuel T. Wiley History of 1893
as a real estate developer here.

In a town that grew as rapidly
as Mahanoy City there was great
opportunity in real estate, and
those who delved into it were
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street plan. So enter Henry
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civilization had taken hold in the
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